34                         TESTIMONIES  OF  AUTHORS
"These gentlemen are undoubtedly the first plagiaries, that
"pretend to make a reputation by stealing from a man's works
"in his own life-time, and out of a Public print." Let us join to
this what is written by the author of the Rival Modes, the said
Mr. James Moore Smith, in a letter to our author himself, who 5
had informed him, a month before that play was acted, Jan. 27,
172$, that "These verses, which he had before given him leave
"to insert in it, would be known for his, some copies being got
"abroad. He desires, nevertheless, that, since the lines had been
"read in his comedy to several, Mr. P. would not deprive it of 10
"them/5 &c. Surely if we add the testimonies of the Lord
BOLINGBROKE, of the Lady to whom the said verses were
originally addressed, of Hugh Bethel Esq. and others, who knew
them as our author's, long before the said gentleman composed
his play; it is hoped, the ingenuous that affect not error, will 15
rectify their opinion by the suffrage of so honourable personages.
And yet followeth another charge, insinuating no less than his
enmity both to Church and State, which could come from no
other informer than the said
Mr. JAMES MOORE SMITH,                         so
"aThe Memoirs of a Parish clerk was a very dull and unjust
"abuse of a person who wrote in defence of our Religion and
"Constitution, and who has been dead many years.*' This
seemeth also most untrue; it being known to divers that these
memoirs were written at the seat of the Lord Harcourt in 25
Oxfordshire, before that excellent person (bishop Burnefs)
death, and many years before the appearance of that history, of
which they are pretended to be an abuse. Most true it is, that
Mr. Moore had such a design, and was himself the man who
prest Dr. Arbuthnot and Mr. Pope to assist him therein; and 30
that he borrowed those Memoirs of our author, when that
History came forth, with intent to turn them to such abuse. But
being able to obtain from our author but one single hint, and
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a Daily Journal, April 3, 1728. <This letter is signed "Philo-Ditto.">
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